Recent Incarceration as a Primary Barrier to Virologic Suppression Among Women Living with HIV: Results from a Longitudinal Community-Based Cohort in a Canadian Setting.
Women living with HIV (WLWH) are disproportionately represented among incarcerated populations yet there is a paucity of research on how incarceration shapes HIV treatment outcomes for women. Data is drawn from SHAWNA (Sexual health and HIV/AIDS: Women's Longitudinal Needs Assessment), a longitudinal community-based open research cohort with cis and trans WLWH in Metro Vancouver, Canada (2010-2017). Multivariable logistic regression using generalized estimating equations (GEE) longitudinally modeled the effect of incarceration on virologic suppression (HIV plasma VL < 50 copies/mL), adjusting for potential confounders. Amongst 292 WLWH, the majority (74%) had been incarcerated in their lifetime and 17% were incarcerated over the study period. Exposure to recent incarceration was independently correlated with reduced odds of virologic suppression (AOR: 0.42, 95% CI 0.22-0.80). This study suggests critical need for research and interventions to better address factors shaping ART adherence and retention in care for WLWH, both within correctional centres and following release from prison.